
Southampton Migration 
Timeline 

In reflec�ng on the migra�on of the Mayflower Pilgrims and 

their decision to return to England from the Netherlands 

and gather in Southampton this �meline has been put 

together to highlight some of the other major migra�ons 

that have impacted Southampton and form part of its 

history and heritage over the last thousand years. 

AD43-c426 

Roman’s occupa�on of Britain. A%er their invasion the first 

recognisable se'lement in Southampton was established on 

the Bi'erne peninsula and known as Clausentum. It was 

primarily a military port. 

688-726 

During the reign of the Saxon King Ine of Wessex, Hamtun 

was founded around St Mary’s and became the commercial 

capital of the kingdom of Wessex. Eventually the kings of 

Wessex dominated all the other kingdoms established by 

Angles, Saxons and Jutes to form the kingdom of England – 

the land of the Angles. These tribes were originally from the 

area now known as Germany. 

980-994  

These years saw a series of Viking a'acks on Hamtun where 

they wintered at Olaf’s Tun, named for their leader Olaf 

Tryggvason, and now be'er known as Woolston.  Olaf 

Tryggvason, king of Norway, and Sweyn Forkbeard, king of 

Denmark, controlled large parts of England and Sweyn’s son 

Cnut eventually became king of England. 
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1066  

In the wake of the Norman Conquest thirty French families 

were transplanted into the town who dominated trade and 

commerce. They bought building skills and imported stone 

for defences which are s�ll the showpiece of Southampton’s 

heritage along with the dozens of barrel vaults created to 

store wine. Their legacy also survives in the name of French 

Street where many of the families lived. The Normans were 

originally Norsemen from Scandanavia. 

1200s-1530s 

The Italians, agents of the great trading city states of 

Florence, Genoa, Luca and Venice, were based in the town 

for centuries to facilitate the trade in the export of English 

wool. When the great 

galley fleets moored 

up in the town for up 

to six months the 

popula�on swelled by 

fi%y percent. So 

ubiquitous were the 

Italians that they 

were all assumed to 

be Genoese which 

was corrupted to the 

term Jannaway. Their main base of opera�ons was West 

Hall where they were near to the town’s Wool House. 
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West Hall 



1400s-1550s 

This period saw the economic migra�on of key workers and 

was a feature of 15
th

 and early 16
th

 century Southampton. 

Na�ves of the Low Countries and 

Germany were paid to stay in the 

town to share their skills in beer 

brewing, glass making and 

gunnery. One of their number, 

Rowland Johnson, established 

the Beer House in Bugle Street, 

now the Duke of Wellington pub. 

1560s 

One of the main staples of the 

local economy in this period was 

woad and this trade was 

dominated by the Portuguese 

and, like the Italians before them, 

they established an enclave in the 

town of merchants involved in 

the import of the dye. The woad 

would be weighed in the Weigh 

House where customs’ du�es 

would be paid. 

1567 

Walloon Protestants from the 

Low Countries started to arrive 

in Southampton having been 

driven out of their homes by 

religious persecu�on and war. 

They were given the church of St 

Julien to use for their place of 

worship. 
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The Duke of Wellington 

The Weigh House 
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Chapel of St Julien 



1572 

The French Huguenots, who had 

survived the St Bartholomew’s day 

massacre, began to make their 

way to the safety of Southampton 

and over the next two years nearly 

2000 arrived or were born in 

Southampton: the local popula�on 

being around 2,500 at this �me. 

They also used St Julien’s chapel and provided headmasters 

for the King Edward VI Free School, then situated in Winkle 

Street. 

1583 

Humphrey Gilbert claimed Newfoundland for England, 

turning England into a 

colonial power. His 

voyage was funded by 

the merchants of 

Southampton. Trade 

with the new world had 

begun in Southampton 

from the early 1500s 

and Na�ve Americans, 

including Pocahontas, 

used the port as an 

entry way to England. 

1590s 

This �me saw an increase in the men�on of African 

‘servants’ in tax records and wills of Southampton’s 

merchants’ class. Although these people are defined as 

servants it is more likely that they were slaves and had been 

purchased by their masters, most probably from America 

rather than their country of origin. 
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The alter at St Julien’s 
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1600 

This was the year in which the East India 

Company was founded. One of its 

founding members was the Southampton 

privateer, Thomas Heaton, who lived at a manor house in 

Woolston. The company was a global enterprise with their 

core markets being India and China. Many EIC employees 

lived in Southampton, par�cularly in the 18
th

 century. The 

Company employed thousands of South Asians and many 

worked on company ships and would travel to England on 

company vessels. Although Southampton was not a major 

company port it did see company ships. As a port it has 

con�nued to welcome ships of many na�ons whose crews 

were mul�-na�onal; this was as true in the medieval and 

early modern period as it is today. 

1620 

1620 saw one of the most famous migra�ons stories unfold 

in Southampton, when a group of religious ‘Pilgrims’ chose 

it as their point of departure to a new life in the new world. 

This began a period in the port’s history that con�nued well 

into the twen�eth century as migrants travelled from the 

town to America and parts of the world associated with the 

Bri�sh Empire: Canada, Australia and Africa. 
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1630 

This �me saw another wave of religious migrants following 

the same journey as the Mayflower Pilgrims, when a 

thousand passengers on eleven ships le% for the eastern 

seaboard of the Americas. The Great Migra�on of over 

50,000 people led to the founding of the first thirteen 

colonies in America. 

1700s 

These years were a period that saw industrial levels of 

slavery taking place with Africans being sold or stolen from 

that con�nent and transported to work on the planta�ons, 

mostly in the West Indies, producing crops like sugar which 

made many people in Britain very, very rich. Although this 

wealth is associated with great landed estates, there were 

many people in Southampton who would be considered 

upper middle class or lower gentry who also benefi'ed. 

Several of the villas built around the outskirts of the town 

came from the profits of planta�ons or dividends from the 

East India Company.  

1790s 

French Royalists fled to Southampton in the wake of the 

French Revolu�onary Wars, scenes that were painted by 

Thomas Rowlandson (see above) as they disembarked at 

Town Quay. As they were Catholics demand grew for a 

Catholic Church to be built. St Joseph’s Catholic Church was 

built on Bugle Street, the first since the Reforma�on. 
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1836 

The coming of the Railways changed the coastline of 

Southampton forever as land was reclaimed to 

accommodate the line which was opened in 1840. It came 

from London and ran into Southampton docks. The main 

labour force used were Irish migrants who had the skills 

needed to lay hundreds of miles of railway track. 

1842 

The outer docks opened and was used by the Pacific and 

Oriental line. As the docks expanded Southampton became 

known as the gateway to the Empire. The area around the 

docks, The Ditches, Canal Street and East Street, became a 

cosmopolitan mel�ng pot providing cheap accommoda�on 

for migrants, sailors and those establishing their first 

foothold in the town.  
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1912 

1912 saw the sailing of the Titanic from Southampton, a 

ship that was emblema�c of Southampton’s place as an 

emigra�on port. The Emigra�on Hotel on Albert Road, 

within easy reach of the Docks, had been founded in 1894 

and was  managed by John Doling. [It has now been 

renovated into flats]. The Rothschild family was a supporter 

of its establishment as a place for Russian Jews fleeing the 

pogroms of the late 19
th

 and early 20
th

 century to stay, prior 

to travelling to America.  

1922 

Atlan�c Park was opened at Southampton Airport and this 

became a central accommoda�on area for migrants who 

were in transi�on. It was supported by the great passenger 

shipping companies 

such as Cunard and 

White Star Lines and 

was more than a 

hostel as it had a 

school, medical 

centre, synagogue 

and library. 
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Russian Migrants at Atlan�c Park 
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Atlan�c Park 



1936 

1936 saw another band of migrants fleeing from war and 

oppression land at Southampton but this �me it was 4,000 

children from the Basque country. Their parents had sent 

them abroad to escape the blitzkrieg bombing first used 

during the Spanish Civil War. This migra�on was supported 

not by government agencies but by local volunteer groups, 

many of them 

children, scouts and 

guides who helped set 

up a tented refugee 

camp on a farmer’s 

field in Eastleigh. The 

Civil War and then 

Second World War 

meant that many of 

Los Niños were never 

able to return home. 

1939 

The start of the Second World War saw more refugees 

fleeing from oppression including Polish who set up an 

enclave in Southampton. The first notable migra�on of 

Poles into Southampton was back in 1851 where around 

464 arrived fleeing from insurrec�ons in Hungary, which 

they had supported.  They were given financial aid by 

Southampton Council and thirty decided to stay. Many of 

those that came in 1939 fought for the allies but in 1945 

could not return home as Poland came under Russian 

domina�on and so a new se'lement grew in Southampton. 

1948 

1948 is synonymous with the arrival of the Windrush in 

Tilbury docks with its passengers from the West Indies who 

responded to a request for workers to help rebuild war-torn 

Britain. Six months before, in 1947, migrants had arrived in 

Southampton on the SS Almanzora. 
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1972 

Asians from Uganda began to arrive in England a%er being 

expelled from that country by Idi Amin. Asians from 

Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, The Maldives and Pakistan had 

been migra�ng to England from the �me of the East India 

Company. Others, usually short term migrants, came during 

the period of the Raj and larger numbers arrived a%er 

Indian Independence and Par��on. On arrival, like those 

before, the communi�es formed neighbourhoods in 

Newtown. 

2001 

The Clear Project, was established and situated in St Mary 

Street to be close to refugees and asylum seekers living in 

that area, who they were there to support. 

2020 

172 languages are being used today in Southampton 

 

 

 

Resources 
To discover more about the history of 

migra�on in Southampton, you may wish to 

check out the following sources: 

Online talk by Dr Tom Hulme, Queens, Belfast 

on the history of Mayflower commemora�ons 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=GaPtEdMiuSQ 

His Hampshire Paper on the subject is also 

available from the Hampshire Field Club 

which manages the whole collec�on of 

Hampshire Papers and was relaunched ten 

years ago. Series One papers are available 

from the Hampshire Record Office in 

Winchester. 

www.hants.gov.uk/archives 
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Hampshire Record 

Office 



There are two series of books which transcribe medieval, early 

modern and other documents held by the Southampton Archives 

which are really useful for those people who are not prac�sed in 

reading old documents. The volumes also include helpful 

introduc�ons which give context to the material in the documents. 

Southampton has an archive collec�on that is of Interna�onal 

importance. Original documents can be studied in the archives which 

are housed in the Civic Centre. 

www.southampton.gov.uk/arts-heritage 

The Southampton Record 

Society produced volumes 

from the late Victorian Period 

up un�l the Second World 

War. Volumes are available 

to reference in the 

Southampton Archives Office 

and in the Local Studies 

sec�on of the Central Library 

and at the Hartley Library at 

the University. 

www.southampton.ac.uk/library 

The Southampton Records Series picked up the mantle in 1950 and 

con�nues up un�l the present day under the auspices of the 

University of Southampton. Reference volumes are held in the 

Southampton Archives Office and in the Local Studies sec�on of the 

Central Library and at the Hartley Library at the University. 

www.southampton.ac.uk/history 

The other main archive collec�ons for Hampshire are held at the 

Portsmouth Record Office in the Guildhall at Portsmouth and the 

Hampshire Record Office in Winchester which also has a large 

collec�on of wills.  

www.portsmouth.gov.uk/libraries 

There are many local history socie�es which have local collec�ons. 

Details of many of the socie�es and examples of collec�ons can be 

found on the Hampshire Archives Trust website. 

www.hampshirearchivestrust.co.uk 

Other documents are also held at the Na�onal Archives in Kew. All 

the archive offices provide support services in regard to accessing 

documents in person, online or providing digital copies; there is 

usually a small fee for the la'er. 

www.na�onalarchives.gov.uk 

Southampton Record Series 



The Local Studies sec�on of the Central 

Library has a large collec�on of books, maps, 

newspapers etc. which can be viewed and 

copies obtained. 

The Cope Collec�on at the University of 

Southampton Library also has many books, 

maps, engravings, and the library houses the 

Parkes Library which is a major source for 

Jewish History. 

The Library of Congress in the 

United States has much material 

available for free and easily 

downloadable especially the 

William Berryman collec�on of 

drawings of Jamaican planta�ons 

(example right). 

www.loc.gov 

The Hampshire Field Club has digi�sed its immense back catalogue of 

ar�cles and it has a good search engine.  

www.hantsfieldclub.org.uk 

The Bri�sh Parliamentary Archives are also online which is very 

useful in following the debates around the aboli�on of slavery. 

www.parliament.uk 

The UCL research site on the Legacies of Bri�sh Slave Ownership is 

another great resource. 

www.ucl.uk/lbs 

Black History Month website gives lots of background informa�on on 

source materials, events, and is par�cularly strong on 20
th

 century 

history. 

www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk 

© 2020. This guide has been created and produced by:   

For more informa�on visit 

www.sarahsiddonsfanclub.org

 @sarahsiddonsfc 

Kindly supported by:   


